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Some assumptions

- This on an ongoing update of our Scholarly Publishing Insights data 

- Based on aggregated data from our submission and review platform 

- No publisher-level details are disclosed 

- Mapping to the Web of Science is to SCI-E and SSCI (for impact quartiles) 

- Data is based on submission year. Accept, reject rates are for manuscripts in that submission 
year cohort 

- Country is the country of the submitting author 

- WoS Category (of 252) and ESI Research Field (of 22) for any journal is the one in which it has 
the highest Impact Factor rank percentile (journals may be in more than one category)
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A story of growth
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Manuscript submissions



16

500,000

1,000,000

1,500,000

2,000,000

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Original submissions

Re-submissions

Revised submissions

N
um

be
ro

fm
an

us
cr

ip
ts

In 2016 
>1.9 million original submissions



17

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Accept rate
Reject rate
Reject without Review rate

%
of

fin
al

de
ci

si
on

s

Change 
decline in the overall accept rate, 
matched with a slow rise in the reject 
without review rate



18

Mapping to the Web of Science
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The scope of current research
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Submissions by geography
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Decision rates by country



China2

2012

2016

0 100

India3

2012

2016

0 100

Japan7

2012

2016

0 100

Brazil6

2012

2016

0 100

Iran5

2012

2016

0 100

USA1

2012

2016

0 100

Country2016 rank

2012

2016

0 100per cent of final decisions

reject with
review

accept reject

UK4

2012

2016

0 100

Germany9

2012

2016

0 100

Canada10

2012

2016

0 100

Australia8

2012

2016

0 100

China2

2012

2016

0 100

India3

2012

2016

0 100

Japan7

2012

2016

0 100

Brazil6

2012

2016

0 100

Iran5

2012

2016

0 100

USA1

2012

2016

0 100

Country2016 rank

2012

2016

0 100per cent of final decisions

reject with
review

accept reject

UK4

2012

2016

0 100

Germany9

2012

2016

0 100

Canada10

2012

2016

0 100

Australia8

2012

2016

0 100



48

China2

2012

2016

0 100

India3

2012

2016

0 100

Brazil6

2012

2016

0 100

Iran5

2012

2016

0 100

USA1

2012

201
6

0 100

UK4

2012

2016

0 100



49

Decision time by country
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Inter-journal transfer



55

0 20,000 40,000 60,000 80,000

manuscripts transferred

transfers accepted for publication

transfers rejected for publication

transfers still pending

Number of manuscripts (2012–2016)

6.1% accepted

23.5% accept rate

0 100



56

The fate of rejected manuscripts
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Reviewer demographics
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How many reviewers are needed?
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How quickly do they review?
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Which demographics contribute?
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The story so far…
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